Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 08474 151957Z 
ACTION ARA-10 
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UNCLAS PANAMA 8474 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS: LOCAL MEDIA REACTION 

1. PANAMANIAN NEW MEDIA REPORTED U.S. NEGOTIATING TEAM’S 
ARRIVAL IN BRIEF, BUT PROMINENT COVERAGE ON DECEMBER 13 AND 
14. MOST NEWSPAPER ARTICLES SAID LITTLE ABOUT NEGOTIATING 
AGENDA EXCEPT TO REITERATE PANAMA'S DESIRE TO CONTINUE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND TO CONCLUDE THEM SWIETLY-AND EAVORABLY TO 
PANAMA. DEC. 14 "EL PANAMA AMERICA", HOWEVER, HEADLINED 
LANDS AND WATERS AND EMPLOYEE RIGHTS AS PRINCIPAL ISSUES TO 
BE DISCUSSED THIS ROUND. 

2. DEC. 13 "LA ESTRELLA" INCLUDED A MAJOR EDITORIAL, WHICH WAS 
EXCERPTED AND SECONDED IN DEC. 14 "CRITICA". (SEE USIS/PANAMA 841 1) 

"LA ESTRELLA" EDITORIAL ADVOCATED NEED NOT JUST FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
TO CONTINUE BUT TO CONCLUDE RAPIDLY-BEFORE (PANAMANIAN) 

"PATIENCE TURNS INTO DESPERATION". EDITORIAL PRAISED 
SECRETARY-DESIGNATE VANCE'S STATEMENTS SUPPORTIVE OF NEGOTIATIONS 
BUT ADDED THAT GOOD WILL TOWARDS PANAMA 

EVIDENCED BY THE USG WAS NOT ENOUGH. WORDS MUST BE MATCHED BY 
DEEDS, IT STATED, AS THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE GONE ON TOO LONG AND 
STILL " THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL CANNOT BE SEEN". 

IF THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES, EDITORIAL STATED, TO MAINTAIN 
POSITIONS "COMPLETELY INADMISSABLE TO PANAMA", MORE NOTES, 
MEMORANDA AND POSITION PAPERS ARE POINTLESS. IT CONCLUDED 
"IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT MR. VANCE ORDERS NOT JUST THAT THE 
NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE BUT THAT THEY CONCLUDE IN A VERY BRIEF 
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3. "CRITICA" OF DEC. 15 IN ITS BONA FIDE COLUMN EOLLOWS 
SIMILIAR LINE COMPLAINING THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT 
DEALING WITH SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES BUT ARE STILL PRODUCING DRAFT 
PROPOSALS TO THESE ISSUES. 
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